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Notes: 

(a) This is a closed book examination. No material may be brought into the 

examination. 

(b) The use of personal computers, laptops, PDAs with Excel, cellphones, etc. are 

NOT PERMITTED. Only a conventional, scientific or financial calculator will be 

allowed. 

(c) Candidates are advised to set out their work clearly, concisely and logically. 

Marks will be deducted for incoherent and/or untidy work. 

(d) Only work written on the lined pages will be marked. 

(e) This question paper consist of 9 questions. You are required to answer ALL 

questions. 

(f) Clearly mark the question number on each page used.  

(g) At the end of the exam, number the pages in the correct order and bind them with 

the pin provided. 



QUESTION 1 

Your firm (small) has been appointed as quantity surveyors for a large project. On receipt of 

the contract drawings, discuss your strategy how you would manage the measuring process.  

                                                                                                                                             [10] 

QUESTION 2 

Willis, C.J., Willis, W., Trench, A. and Lee, S. (2011) refer to standardised methods of 

general measuring principles, procedures, general rules of measurement and information 

that guides the persons responsible for the co-ordination of the taking-off process. 

Discuss the general principles contained in these standardised methods of measurement 

and the disadvantages of unstandarised systems.                                                              [15]                                                              

  

QUESTION 3 

Discuss in detail the sections (cover page to agenda) of the Bills of Quantities and the 

purpose thereof.                                                                                                                   [10] 

 

QUESTION 4 

Discuss the following concepts in detail. Illustrate your answer with typical examples where 

applicable.                                                                                                                            [10] 

(a) Provisional Bills of Quantities 

(b) Locational Bills of Quantities 

(c) Elemental Bills of Quantities 

 

QUESTION 5 

During the pre-planning for measurement stage, registering all drawings received is 

regarded as highly important.                                                                                              [10] 

(a) Discuss the process of registering drawings. 

(b) After all drawings are registered, drawings should be studied before the 

commencement of measurement. Discuss the purpose and aim of checking the 

drawings with special reference to ‘dimension checks’.   

 

QUESTION 6 

It is of utmost importance to produce a high quality price determination document (Bills of 

Quantities). Discuss the checking of the document for completeness and accuracy in terms 

of descriptions, quantities ‘cross check’, consistency, page preparation and final summary 

page.                                                                                                                                    [10] 

 

 

 



QUESTION 7 

Once the Bills of Quantities have been distributed to the contractors for tendering, you have 

noticed that there are a few ‘errors’ in the document that should be corrected. Discuss how 

these ‘errors’ could be administered before the submission of tenders. Illustrate your answer 

with typical examples.                                                                                                          [10] 

 

QUESTION 8 

‘Preliminaries’ is the first ‘Bill’ in most Bills of Quantities. List at least five (5) typical clauses 

contained therein and discuss the different categories of pricing.                                       [10]                        

 

QUESTION 9 

The following components are used in Bills of Quantities. Explain what they are and the 

reason for inclusion. Illustrating your answer with typical examples where applicable.       [15] 

(a) Model Preamble for Trades (2008) 

(b) Prime Cost amounts 

(c) Provisional Sums 

(d) Contingencies 

(e) Escalation  

 

 

 

 


