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Notes: 

(a) This is a closed book examination – No material may be brought into the 
examination. 

(b) The use of Personal Computers, Laptops, PDAs with Excel, etc. is NOT 
PERMITTED. Only a conventional, scientific, or financial calculator may be 
used. 

(c) Candidates are advised to set out their work clearly, concisely and logically. 
Marks will be deducted for incoherent and/or untidy work. 

(d) Only work written on the lined pages will be marked. 

(e) This question paper consists of 3 questions. Answer ALL questions. 

(f) Clearly mark the question number on each page used and at the end of the 
exam number the pages in the correct order and bind them with the pin 
provided. 
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QUESTION 1 

Ferry and Brandon (1999: 117) state “If we were to look at the work being undertaken in a 

typical quantity surveying office we would find cost information being used for four main 

purposes: 

1. The control and monitoring of a contract, for which the contractor has already been 
selected, through interim and final account procedures. 

2. The estimation of the future cost of a project and the control of design to ensure that 
this figure is close to the tender figure.  

3. The ‘balancing’ of costs in a cost plan to ensure that money has been spent in 
accordance with the client’s priorities. 

4. The negotiation of rates with a contractor for the purposes of letting a contract 
quickly.” 

 

For each of these activities, identify and discuss the specific forms of cost data and their 
applications within the South African construction sector, describing inter alia the problems in 
retrieving and storing the information to be used. Specifically address the pertinent issues, 
and do not present detailed examples of how to do estimates – describe the philosophies 
underpinning the successful compilation of the various documents that are used in the 
activities described above.   
          [40] 
 
Comment: The four stages and their associated data forms are described in several places 
in the study guide. This is developed in much greater detail within the required reading 
textbook “Ferry and Brandon” on pages 117 to 125. Each of the specified uses and the 
associated data forms indicated in the question require to be clearly described in a manner 
that demonstrates the candidate’s understanding of the principles involved. An important 
aspect of the marking relates to the ability of candidates to structure an answer that 
specifically addresses the pertinent issues, and does not ‘waffle’ about issues which are 
extraneous to the focus that has been identified. In particular, candidates should not present 
detailed examples of how to do estimates – rather to describe the philosophies underpinning 
the successful compilation of the various documents.   
 

 

QUESTION 2 

 The data used by quantity surveyors for cost estimating and contract administration 
purposes are artificial constructs. In essence, the base data is distorted or transformed to 
such a degree that they no longer represent the cost of production on site. Explain why this 
is so, identify potential resultant problems, and what could be done to improve the situation. 
You are required to clearly describe the ways in which data transformation occurs for a 
range of different types of data commonly used by QS’s, and for each one, to propose ways 
of resolving resultant problems. 
          [30] 

Comment: This is covered in detail on pages 7 to 21 of the required reading “Uncertainty in 
Building Price Forecasting: Price Data Considerations (Bowen, 1993b. Candidates are 
required to clearly describe the ways in which data transformation occurs for a range of 
different types of data commonly used by QS’s, and for each one, to propose ways of 
resolving resultant problems. 
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QUESTION 3 

In the United Kingdom, a form of construction information classification has been developed 
entitled Uniclass. Describe the structure and format of the system and explain ways in which 
this system could enhance the data management process applied by quantity surveyors in 
practice.  In addition to describing the format / content of the classification system, you are 
expected to develop this information in a way that could potentially improve typical quantity 
surveying practices which utilise data. 
          [30] 
 
Comment: The Uniclass system is described in summary format on pages 19 and 20 of the 
study guide. This is developed in much greater detail within the required reading linked via 
websites to the study guide. In addition to describing the format / content of the classification 
system, candidates are expected to develop this information in a way that could potentially 
improve typical quantity surveying practices which utilise data. 


